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Obtaining a License 
 

The FCC issues an unlimited number of non-exclusive nationwide licenses to non-Federal entities for the 50 megahertz of spectrum allocated 
for commercial use. These licenses are a prerequisite for registering individual fixed and base stations however mobile and portable stations 
do not require a separate license and are not required to be registered in  the Universal Licensing System (ULS). ULS is an electronic filing 
system and information tool that simplifies the application and licensing processes through a secure world-wide access via the Internet. 

 
The FCC lists the following four steps to obtain permission to operate a fixed and base station: 

 
1. Obtain a nationwide, non-exclusive license using ULS.  
2. Before registering a station, examine ULS for nearby stations. 
3. Obtain FCC-certified equipment (fixed, base and mobile equipment operating in the band must incorporate a “contention-based 

protocol”). 
4. Register each fixed base station using ULS. The fee is $210.00. 

 
The 3650-3700 MHz band contains three Federal grandfathered, radiolocations stations as well as non-Federal incumbent licenses in the 
fixed satellite service (FSS).  The registration process helps protect grandfathered, incumbent stations from interference.  Note that 
applicants will receive a single license for the entire bandwidth of the 3650 MHz band. 

 

FCC Registration 
 

Prior to applying for a license, an FCC Registration Number (FRN) must be obtained.  The simplest way to do this is online, on the FCC’s 
Registration Systems (CORES).  

 
CORES website link:  https://fjallfoss.fcc.gov/coresWeb/publicHome.do 

 
Step 1: FCC Registration page 

 
Click on the “Register” button on the left. 
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Step 2: Registration type (Business or Individual) 

 
If you file as a business, you are required to submit your company’s federal tax number. If you file as an individual, you are required to enter 
your social security number or taxpayer ID. 

 

 
 

Step 3:  Online form for FRN number 
 

Once the form is complete you will get an FRN number. Be sure to write down the password. 
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Step 4:  Choose a Destination:  ULS License Manager or ASR Online Filing 

 
A screen with the information you entered in step 3 will appear, along with the FRN number assigned to you. It is a good idea to print the 
page and/or write down the FRN number. Next, click on the link “FCC Universal Licensing System.” Select ULS License Manager. The ASR 
Online Filing link is to register base station sites.  

 

 
 

Step 5:  License Manager 
 

Log in using the FRN number and password provided in Step 3.  
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Step 6:  Select Service 

 
Scroll down and choose “NN – 3650-3700 MHz” 

 

 
 

Step 7:  Application Information 
 

Fill out the form. 
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Step 8:  Contact Information 

 
Fill out the form. 

 
Step 9:  Application Information – Fee Exemptions, Rule Waivers, Attachments, Renewal 

 
Most applicants will answer “No” for the exemption and waiver questions. The “Renewal Date” can be ignored, as all 3.65GHz licenses are 
ten year terms. 
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Step 10:  Request Type and Market/Channel Block information 

 
Answer the questions regarding the request type. 

 

 
 

Step 11:  Regulatory Status and Type of Radio Service 
 

Select the type of radio service. 
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Step 12:  Alien Ownership Information 

 
Answer questions regarding foreign entity status. 

 

 
 

Step 13:  Basic Qualification Information 
 

Answer questions regarding legal status/history. 
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Step 14:  Summary 

 
You will now be able to review all your information to make sure it is complete and accurate. If necessary, you can make changes. The total 
fees ($210.00) will also be displayed. If everything looks right, click on “continue to certify.” 

 
 

Step 15:  Certification 
 

This is the last step. Read carefully as this is a binding agreement. Once submitted, the payment page appears and you will be able to print 
the application. 
 

 
 


